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NORDIC HANDSCAPE - ISLAND

PILOT PROJECT I

- New Icelandic Art – Hello Art !

PILOT PROJECT II

 - Icelandic Art 1945 – 1960 – Hello Art!

Digital culture – Knowledge of art with the use of a mobile telephone

INTRODUCTION

At the end of the 19th century, an Icelandic student, Björn Bjarnarson, revealed his idea about the new National Gallery of Iceland and announced that “Museums are not only for enjoyment, because people are able to learn much from visiting them and without any difficulties”. Those who have knowledge of art and culture should not be allowed to be the few who have access, but the entire people have access, to the advantage of cultural maturity.

The continuous social, pedagogical and cultural system of schools and museums could be a label (an international label) for the Nordic education and welfare. We may call the present century ‘the century of information’. 

At the same time, we might also verify that the coherence between the social and cultural progress in Nordic countries and the global technology and development of the media sparked off the discussion of how the cultural institutions could meet these claims.

The aim is to use the mobile telephone to put forward the art and culture of Iceland in conformity with the purpose of Nordic Handscape and to use the mobile telephone for spreading the heritage of the art of our days and the heritage of the past.

The project is divided into two parts.

I. An exhibition of art: New Icelandic art at the National Gallery of Iceland (Listasafn Íslands) provides for Pilot – Project I in order to examine the possibilities for putting forward interactive discussion on the art with the use of the mobile telephone. This shall be called Hello Art! 

II. A stable mobile telephone source of information. The Autumn exhibition of 2005, Icelandic Art 1945 – 1960, and a mobile telephone service SMS for those interested in art.

Project I will bet on enthusiastic users of the new technology, who are young people 15 – 30 years of age.

In cooperation with the Comprehensive School at Garðabær, we are going to try an interactive forum in connection with an exhibition called New Icelandic Art – Hello Art!, which takes place at Listasafn Íslands.

Young people 15 – 30 years of age are the most enthusiastic users of the new media, and this fact is the foundation of the concept for the Pilot – Project I. We take the initiative for the information of and beginning New Icelandic Art – Hello Art! with the help of teachers at the Comprehensive School at Garðabær. We hope to be able to develop new theories, methods and analytic forms which shall make it possible to understand what shall happen and make it possible for us to bear the social, cultural and pedagogical consequences which shall take place because of the contents of the spreading of art in the future.

Nordic Handscape is a professional, co-operative multidisciplinary project. The base for the project is the national and private institutions and projects to which the members are connected and have become involved in. The forum of the co-operative project has focused on common legal and ethical problems which altered technological and social conditions have caused. Together, we shall be able to introduce both necessary and different interests and associations. It has been an aim not to develop homogeneity, but to make it possible to co-ordinate the knowledge of research in the field to the advantage of users of the new media, scholars and producers.

New Icelandic Art – Hello Art! is facing a new challenge: as scholars gather their common knowledge in the field of communication, the knowledge of which must be international as a result of Nordic communication, new electronic media such as GSM, MMS, SMS and GPS will get an international breakthrough.

Pilot Project II, Lasting mobile heritage of art – Icelandic Art 1945 – 1960, will focus on the contents of how one may meet users and give to them the material which can help them use and learn something about art and culture. To find practical solutions on how one can use the GSM mobile information. How can one create a lasting source of art and information about art which users may have access to with the use of GSM?

It is also the aim of the project to gather and co-ordinate the 3 years of Icelandic research in the field of digitalisation of the heritage of art focused on art.

Project II 

Lasting mobile heritage of culture. The Autumn exhibition 2005, Icelandic Art 1945 –1960, and an SMS service for people interested in art. Process:

1. The formulation of the concept. The starting point is the breakthrough of geometrical abstract art in the years 1950 – 60. The challenge of listening to colours and form! Study of the period and demonstration of important works. Study of texts in cooperation with experts of interpretation, speech, sound and methods that match telephones/computers with GSM, SMS and MMS. Arrangement of material, texts, sound and pictures which can be spread via mobile telephone.

2. Publication of advertisement aimed at users.

3. General rehearsal in June and August concerning the Autumn Exhibition 2005, in  cooperation with other museums of art in the area and create contact between them with the help of SMS service.

4. A conference with focus on Nordic and international communication in October 2005.

5. Nordic and international publication 2005. 

The practical formulation and round-up of the conference shall be divided between workgroups.

 Their aim is:

- to discuss and determine the formulation for and theme of the conference of professionals 

- to single out the professional members’ editing group, which will be responsible for the professional contents and for the contents of the Internet report which will be published after the conference. An artist and a lecturer shall be invited. They shall be familiar with different fields of research, for children and young people, and also media, children and art with respect to sociology.

PILOT I


You enter Listasafn Íslands and you have your mobile phone in your pocket. (You can also borrow one at the National Gallery of Iceland without any charge.) You see an interesting piece of art that you want to know more about.

You have four possibilities to choose from:

1. You can choose if you want to hear the artist describe or talk about his/her work of art or if you want to listen to something else the artist has to offer, sound, music, etc. (in the museum or school classroom, your home or café downtown).

2. You can listen to someone who has investigated the work of this particular artist.

3. You can send an SMS and tell your opinion.

4. You can sit down by the computer and, on the National Gallery’s homepage, read the SMSs others have sent. 

In addition, you can see a work of art in progress.

You can look at a computer screen and see a direct broadcast from the artist’s flat. There, you can see how things are going in the artist’s flat. He has just moved in and is sorting out his things as he tries to put some order in his flat so that he can live there with his partner. You can subscribe by sending an SMS with your telephone number to a certain telephone number. Then you will receive an SMS reply in which the artist tells you how things are going. You can have a digital picture of the place and follow how things are developing in the flat, and by doing so, you can follow the artist’s process.

While the exhibition takes place, we will investigate the possibilities of further developing the art pedagogy part of the project with the help of music. Young composers will compose under the influence of various works of art in the exhibition, and 3 young musicians who form a group called ADAPTER will play the music pieces in the Gallery. They will use telephones in order to get to know the various works of art, and telephone tones will play a role in the music. Some works of art will be mixed together while the performance takes place.

You can go to town and sit down at a café, and there you will also find these possibilities. Small cards with various telephone numbers will lie on the table you are sitting at. You can also find numbers with Braille dots for the blind. Those who do not go to the exhibition can also get in contact with the exhibition in this way. 

You can choose to listen to the artist, and if you send an SMS, you can have a picture of the piece of art on your telephone screen.

PILOT II

Lasting mobile heritage of culture and SMS service

Icelandic art 1845 – 1960

You attend the exhibition ICELANDIC ART 1945 – 1960. 

There, you notice that you can subscribe to information about all exhibitions in the area in and around Reykjavík. You can see a screen where there are pictures from various galleries and the work of art being exhibited. It is possible to have SMS information sent to you whenever something interesting is happening. There, you can see when the gallery is open and what is being exhibited in the gallery. You can send a request if you wish for information about cultural events taking place at Listasafn Íslands. You can choose between having information provided in Icelandic or English about 20 pieces of artwork exhibited.

Project plan GSM communication on the exhibition ICELANDIC ART 1945 – 1960.

1. Visitors can use their own mobile phone or borrow telephones at the museum (free cards) and attain information in Icelandic or English about 20 pieces of artwork exhibited. The telephone numbers will also be provided in Braille for the blind.

2. The visitors can state their opinion about the artwork by phoning a certain number.

They can also write their comments.

3. The user can fetch a picture of the artwork on the telephone screen.

4. SMS messages. The user expresses himself about his experience at the exhibition or about his encounter with art via the mobile telephone. This will be placed on the homepage of the National Gallery of Iceland.

5. An investigation of the consumers’ experience will take place.

6. The contents will be kept in a sound file and can be used over and over again.

Timetable:

March –  A contract with Síminn (co-operation partner)

April – Selection of artwork - a concept declaration

April – Contents - text work

May – Contents - text work

June – Contents - text work. English translation

July – Design and printing of number cards and informational posters

August –Children 14 – 18 years of age from the summer job-school will try the GSM communication.

September – An exhibition opening. Reports

October – Conference. (Communication in museums, a new perspective).

November – Final conference in Copenhagen, National Museum

Symposium:

1.
November 2004:  Introduction at The National Museum, Icelandic Museum Council School: The National Art Gallery, 10 -11 November. Digital mobile communication in museums, Nordic Handscape introduction and discussion of Pilot Project I. Digital communication of art and culture – in an aesthetic and cultural political context.

2.
November 2005 in Iceland: The Role of Art Museums: their way of spreading information of art and culture – in pedagogical and cultural-political context.

When the conference is over, the contents of the debate will be collected into an editorial report which will be published on the Nordic Handscape homepage and made available to the big Nordic portals.

The outcome of the conference will be collected in one work. The work will be published in a special net-based form. An editorial management team, with professional, economical and editorial responsibility, will be formed.

As the conference will be held in Reykjavík, the opening day of the Museum’s media communication of art and culture will be mainly in the hands of the management of institutions, but invitations will be sent to all cultural institutions in Iceland, so that all interested will be able to take part.

There will be a work-group formed, which will be responsible for the planning of the timetable of the symposium and the gathering of information of the most important fields of discussion. The aim of these symposiums is the distribution of information of art and culture. The net-based reports from the conference and the final net-based design are the most important parts of this goal. It will be a researched work that has a wide distribution of information as the main purpose.  – We will prove that we can develop a research of the application of the heritage of art and culture, that in important fields can inspire others.  We will create an English-language anthology that will present the project and the central Icelandic articles of research from the last three years, and by doing so, make something that can be referred to. The work-group will edit the most important parts of the work on cultural distribution, pedagogy, GSM, SMS and MMS, so that the Icelandic understanding can also reach an international distributional perspective. 

The management of the project will be directed by Listasafn Íslands and Rakel Pétursdóttir, who will coordinate the Project.

